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PETITION FOR STATEWIDE QUESTION 
We, the undersigned, registered and duly qualified voters of the State of Illinois, pursuant to Section 28-1 et. seq. of the Illinois Election Code, do 
hereby PETITION that the following question be placed on the ballot and submitted to the voters of the State of Illinois at large, for their approval or 
disapproval, by referendum at the General Election to be held on the 11th day of November, 2008, to wit: 

Shall the Constitution of the State of Illinois be amended, by the addition of the following as a new Section 16 to Article IV of the Constitution of the 
State of Illinois, and by this Amendment require that a twenty-one day period of public review of any non-emergency bill, in its final form, must elapse 
before the final vote required for the bill to meet the procedural requirements for passage may be taken in the Illinois General Assembly? 

SECTION 16. PUBLIC REVIEW OF NON-EMERGENCY LEGISLATION 

    (a) Public Review Period: Except bills passed as emergency legislation, the final vote required for any bill to meet the procedural requirements for passage shall not be taken before a 
public review period of twenty-one calendar days has elapsed since the latter of the date on which the bill was filed or, if amended, the date on which the bill was last amended. 

    (b) Joint Committee on Emergency Legislation: Prior to the election of the presiding officers of either house in odd-numbered years, the Secretary of State shall publicly draw by 
random selection the names of forty members of the House of Representatives, and the Governor shall publicly draw by random selection the names of twenty members of the Senate, 
and the members of the General Assembly whose names are drawn shall comprise the Joint Committee on Emergency Legislation. The member with most time served in the General 
Assembly shall be the chairperson, with ties in service to be resolved by lot. Any vacancy on the Joint Committee on Emergency Legislation shall be filled within thirty days by a public 
random selection of the name of a member of the same house and by the same state authority that selected the member whose departure created the vacancy. 

    (c) Emergency Legislation: If a bill is declared by the presiding officers of both houses to be emergency legislation, and if the bill describes a state of 
emergency and explains why a delay would exacerbate or render the bill ineffectual as a response to the emergency, and if at least three-fifths of the 
members of the Joint Committee on Emergency Legislation cast record votes in favor of a resolution recommending passage of the bill, and if the bill is not 
amended after its consideration by the Joint Committee on Emergency Legislation, then the bill may be considered concurrently and immediately in both 
houses and, if at least three-fifths of the members in each house cast record votes in favor of the bill, the bill shall be declared passed and, notwithstanding 
the provisions of Section 10 of this Article, shall take effect immediately upon being approved and signed by the Governor. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF CIRCULATOR 
STATE OF ILLINOIS                                                    ) 
COUNTY OF ________________________________) ss 
 
I, ____________________________________ , being first duly sworn, do hereby certify that I am 18 years of age or older and a citizen of the 
United States, and that I reside at ______________________ , Street, in the _____________________ of _____________________________ , 
                                                                           (Street Address)                                                          (“City” or “Village”)                                     (Name of City/Village) 

County of ______________________, State of Illinois, and that the signatures on the sheet were signed in my presence and are genuine, and that 
to the best of my knowledge and belief the persons so signing were at the time of signing the petition duly qualified and registered voters of the State 
of Illinois, and that their respective residences are correctly stated, as set forth above. 
         _____________________________________________ 
          (Signature of Circulator Making this Affidavit) 

Signed and sworn to or affirmed by ____________________________________ before me, this _________ day of _________________ , 200__. 
                      (Name of Circulator) 

         _____________________________________________ 

                         (Notary Public) 
(SEAL OR STAMP) 

SHEET NO. _____ 
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No   

If blank, Leave Blank 
All petition circulators must be at 

least 18 and U.S. Citizens. 

Leave Blank 

Leave Blank 

Registered 

voters only; 

no one may 

sign for any 

other person. 

Print clearly. 

If a signer 

makes a 

mistake, he 

or she should 

line it out 

and initial it. 

DO Not use 

‘white out.’ 

No P.O. boxes. Do not 

abbreviate the name of 

the street or road. For 

example: Jefferson St. is 

okay; Jeff’sn St. is not. 

If this part is 

not preprinted, 

write the city 

or village name 

every time; do 

not use ditto 

marks to 

indicate same 

as above city 

or village. 

Important: 

One county 

per sheet. Do 

not mix 

voters from 

different 

voting 

jurisdictions. 

Do NOT fill out the affidavit section until you are in 

front of the Notary Public who will attest to the fact 

that you swore to its validity in his or her presence. 

Just follow the notary’s instructions faithfully. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

(1) Print or copy as many BLANK petition forms as you need. Always 

use 8 ½ by 11 inch paper – do NOT use any other size. 

(2) Do NOT fill out the Affidavit section below until you are in front of 

the Notary Public (you’ll find one at most banks, real estate offices, 

title companies, currency exchanges).  

(3) Mail completed and notarized originals (do NOT send copies) to: 

Show Us, 830 S. College Street, Springfield, IL 62704. (You do not 

have to have gotten a signature on all seven lines, but every sheet you 

send us must be properly notarized.) Include your name, email and 

phone number on a separate paper so we can contact you if we have 

questions about any sheet you have submitted. 

(4) Get additional forms at www.showus.org/petition   

NOTE: This document tells 

you how to complete petition 

forms that can be used in any 

voting jurisdiction of Illinois. 

If you prefer to use a form 

that is specific to your voting 

jurisdiction, you will find one 

to download and circulate in 

just your county at: 

www.showus.org/petition  

IMPORTANT: The CITIES of Aurora, 

Bloomington, Chicago, Danville, East St. 

Louis, Galesburg, Peoria and Rockford are 

each distinct voting jurisdictions. Do NOT 

mix signers from differing jurisdictions on 

the same petition sheet. If one is a resident 

of Rockford, for example, all others must 

be residents of Rockford. 

http://www.showus.org/petition
http://www.showus.org/petition

