lllinois Democracy Project

830 S. College Street, Springfield, IL 62704 _
(217) 522-7767; Fax (217) 528-7767 drive suspended, February 7, 2008

Show Us Amendment petition

To: Show Us Amendment petition-drive participants
From: Jim Broadway, Chairman, lllinois Democracy Project
Subject: Suspension of Show Us Amendment Campaign

The Show Us Amendment petition drive will not approach its goal of gathering the minimum 350,000 signatures
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average of 30,000 signatures per week. It would be irresponsible to allow SUA supporters to believe our goal is

in range when it so clearly is not. Therefore, | have encouraged representatives of SUA support organizations to

consider suspending the petition-drive. The organizations have concurred with my recommendation.

Here are some reasons why, in my view, we have fallen short: (1) We did not start the petition-drive until most

of the 18 months allowed for the effort had elapsed; (2) the rationale for the Show Us Amendment is complex

and requires more public education than we had timeto provideT 6o 0 f S3IA &t G2NB Gaz2Fat é
Amendment in communication with advocates throughout the state; (4) the ballot question of a Constitutional

Convention caused many to doubt the need for SUA; (5) the campaign had a poorly positioned and ineffective

leader (that would be me). All these deficits need to be remedied before going forward.

Can the Show Us Amendment be revived? Yes, it can. In November, a new 18-month period opens in which the
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way or another. | also believe the rationale for civic engagement ¢ the heart of Show Us ¢ will have been further
demonstrated to the citizens of lllinois. And by then, excellent leadership for the project can be found.

If the voters call for a Constitutional Convention in November, | believe Show Us advocates will have to focus on

delegates to con-con, making sure they include a strong guarantee of civic engagement opportunities in any new
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reform of the legislature will be an initiative such as the Show Us Amendment.

A revised initiative could be improved. It could be called a 6Civic Engagemeni ! YSYRYSyYy (G ¢ 2NJ &2\
makes its core effects more clear. It might shorten the public review period from the 21 days we have sought to
perhaps 14 days, which would remove some objections without severely undermining the goal.

Suspending the effort would also give everyone an opportunity to be involved in the shape of a new proposal
and the planning of a campaign to get it on the ballot in 2010. We have gone without democracy on high-impact
issues for two decades. We can afford another two years to get it right.

| want to commend everyone for all you have done in this effort. You had the vision to see how high priority

goals ¢ especially fair school funding ¢ are thwarted by the status quoand that the only way to bring the current
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the people they represent. You have devoted time and resources and energy to this cause.
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public awareness of the root cause of gridlock in Springfield. The model for a remedy has been crafted.

In my view, a revived effort ¢ with proper planning to refine the proposal and broaden its support ¢ could result

in a half-million signatures on petitions circulated from November to April of 2010. A ballot challenge would thus

be averted and ratification by the voters would be virtually assured.

| hope such an effort is made, and | pledge to support it in every possible way if that happens.



